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OUTWARD TELEGRAM 


eh snp | 26 on Off er, 1940, 7,10 a.m, 


1 aS 
No, 472. a! h xe 


Your telegram No, 493 [of August 27th: Saudi-Iraqi 
frontier, ] 


Paldortnw is summary of instructions following by 
despatch: - 


In theory His iiajesty's Government cannot question any 
decision which two GovernmentSmay reach with regard to their 
common frontier, including termination points, provided result 
does not infringe their interests; But in practice no 
termination point can be settled satisfactorily without 
co-operation of three countries; 


2, They are therefore anxious that no final decision 
should be taken about these points unless they have first 
expressed their views, they are, however; unwilling to have 
to accept decision of Egyptian President, a matter what it 


may be; 


As regards the western termination point, question 
is i (as Iraqi note implies) to fix intersection of two 

tes but to find tcrmination point of the Saudi-Iraq 
frontier, This lies, in view of His Majesty's Government, at 
the summit of the Jebel Anaza, as has already been explained 
to the Iraqi Government, 


4, As regards eastern termination point Saudi-Iraqi and 
Koweit-Iraqi frontier are both said to start at the junction 
of Wadi Al Aujah with Al Batin, Provided therefore that this 
point is clear on ground there should be no difficulty, 


5. You should therefore, if you see no objection, ae. 
to the Iraqi Govermaent on the lines of the following paragraph, 


6, Note of 8th July has been babi h to Sagas Balest 
who note that two Governments in ore 
com ion frontier including its eastern and eit termination 
points through a joint commission under an Egyptian President, 
His Majesty's Government revard this as a very satisfactory 
way of settling any difficulties which may have arisen between 
the two Governments over this frontier, Since the work of the 
commission will cover the two sermination points where questions 
affecting Trans-Jordan and Koweit territory will be involved 


af 
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2. 


a decision by the President which van contrary to views of 

His “ajesty's Governzent micht lead to the necessity of further 
negvtiations between the two parties end His liajesty's 
Government, When therefore the positions of the two termination 
points come to be discussed His ilajesty's Governuent will gladly 
explain to the two parties and the Ecyptian President their 
views as to the proper positions of these two points, This 

can probably best be done upon the <round and if they are given 
adequate (i.e, ample) notice they will do their best to send 
representatives to explain their views to the comission when 

it reaches the neichbourhood of these two points, 


Repeated to Jedda No, 147, Jerusalem No, 839, Koweit 
No, 5510, —_ 
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| British Embassy, 


Copy. 

2 big 
(E 2411/166/25) 1940 | me 
(36728740). 12th July, 1940. 


My Lord, 

With reference to my despatch No.306 of the 
27th June, I have the honour to transmit to Your Lordship 
herewith a note from the Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
on the subject of the fixing of the western extremity 
of the Saudi-Iragi frontier. 

2. I should be glad to receive Your lordship's 
instructions regarding the reply that I should return 
to the enquiry contained therein. 

3. I am sending copies of this despatch to His 
Majesty's Ambassador at Cairo, to His Majesty's High 
Commissioner for Palestine and Transjordan, Jerusalem, 
and to the Political Resident in the Persian Gulf. 

I have, etc. 
(Signed). BASIL N#WTON. 


wii hans manele ENCLOSURE IN AIR MAIL LETTER 


: 
The Viscount Halifax wie: 
‘a ete Le. 2 fe ¥ 14 SEP 1940 


etc., etc., etc. FROM SECRETARY, POLITICAL DEPT. 
INDIA OFFICE 
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ENCLOSURE IN BAGDAD DESPATCH 
NO, 327 OF 12.7.40. 


No. 14/14/7/12413. 


The Ministry of Foreign Affairs present their 
compliments to His Britannic Majesty's Embassy, Bagdad, 
and, in continuation of the Ministry's Note No. 
19404/2152/7/1135 dated 17th February, 1940, have the 
honour to refer to the question of fixing the point of 
intersection of Latitude 32° North and Longitude 39° 
East, and to inform the esteemed Embassy that agreement 
has been reached between the Iragi Government and the 
Arab-Saudi Kingdom for an Egyptian expert to take part 
as arbitrator in the work of demarcation of the Iragi- 
Saudi frontiers. The Ministry would, therefore, be 
glad to learn whether the appropriate British quarters 
agree to the problem of fixing the said point of 
intersection being referred to the said expert for a 
decision in the light of treaties in force. 


In awaiting a reply, the Ministry avail 
themselves of the opportunity to express their highest 
consideration and esteem. 

Ministry of Foreign Affairs, 


Bagdad, 8th July, 1940. 
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~ “their own country to be taxed or alternatively that the Iragi 


Government should themselves collect these taxes and remit them 
to Saudi Arabian Government. I und.rstand that such a claim is 
mt novel but the Prime iiinister explained that apart from the 
impossibility of Iraqi Government agreeing to the collection of 
taxes for another state they had even for themselves ceased 
collection of direct taxes from Nomad tribes. 

This state of affairs in iraq has probably tempted Saudi 
Arabian tribes to cross the border in unusually large numbers to 
esoane Ibn Saud's tax collectors and has thus provoked this new 
Saudi arabian demand. 

Prime Minister explained the difficulty about ifqua was that 
Ibn Saud was demanding equal division of large area verhaps 
100 kilometres in length over which water holes called Muqua 
were distributed and that he was basing his claim on notes 
exchanged last March (see enclosure to Bagdad desnatch No.132 
of April l&éth) which vrovided that wells on the frontier line 
should be split. 

Prime xinister also said that in view of Saudi efforts to 
intrigue amongst tribes Iraqi Government were thinking of 
organising frontier control on the basis of vlan prevared by 
Major Glubb when he was in Irag. He feared however that Ibn Saud 
might strongly object to erection of such an obstacle to his 
illegitiiate ambitions. 

Addressed to Foreign Office, repeated to Jedda No. 52. 
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ecypher. Sir B. Newton (Bagdad) 
re = 6th June 1939. IS39 
D. 6th June 1939. 
R. 12th June 1939. 
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Prime Minister called on me on June 5th and spoke to me of 
deterioration of Iraq's relations with Saudi Arabia. 

He intimated that Ibn Saud was jealous of dominant influence 
which Ireq was gaining in Arabian affairs and disturbed by rumours 
in circulation that a Hashimite Prince would soon become King of 
Syria. He was also annoyed that agreements concluded in May 1958 
(see Bagdad telegram No.37 Saving) had not been ratified. (Prime 
Minister admitted that his government regarded agreement concerning 
nationality of border tribes as being unfair to Iraq and wanted 
& modification). 
ébout the demarcation of frontier in neighbourhood of Mugur (see 
letter to Mr. Baxter of March 16). He might think recent events 
had weakened Iraqi Government and that moment was therefore 


Finally Ibn Saud was showing great obstinacy 


favourable to press unreasonable demands perhaps under threat 
Of tribal trouble. 

A few days ago he had withdrawn Saudi commission which had 
been making a triangulation of frontier with an Iraqi commission 
and had demanded that an Iraqi representative should be sent te — 
discuss matter with him or that a Saudi-srabian representative 
Should be received in Bagdad for the same purpose. 

Prime Minister was considering possibility of sending Minister 
for Foreign Affairs to Riyadh soon but opening of parliament in a 


few days time made this difficult. 
Meanwhile..... 
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British Embassy, 


28th July, 1938. 


















oe I see in paragraph 97 of the Koweit diary for 
WAY t\ July ist to July 15th a suggestion thet boundary pillars 
have been put up in Koweiti territory by the Savdi~Iraqi 
Copel frontier survey party. To avoid misunderstandings, I have 
Ns made enquiries from the Adviser to the Ministry of the 
Interior, who has been directing this work, and he assures 
me that, though marks seen in the vicinity of the Wadi- 
Auje and the Batin junction may be triangulation cairns 
erected by the joint survey party, they certainly cannot 
be boundary pillars. Much work will have to be done before 
that stege is reached. 
" I em sending a copy of this letter to de Gaury 
and to Baxter. 
Yours sincerely, 
(Signed) W.E. HOUSTOUN-BOSWALL. 


The Honourable 
Lieutenant-Colonel 
Sir Trenchard C.¥. Fowle, K.0.I.B., C.B.E. 
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My Lord, 

2271 With reference to my despatch No. 132 of April 5th, 
I have the honour to report that the survey work on the frontier 
begun in April by the joint Iraqi and Saudi-Arabian technical 
commissions was discontinued on May 23rd on account of the heat. 
It is intended that the commissions shall re-assemble on 
October ist. 

2. Triangulation was carried from Wadi al Auja nearly to j 

Uqubba on the south side of the Neutral Zone and on the north al 
side, as far as Al Amghar whence it was prolonged southwards | 
across the Zone, to fix the position of the wells, almost as 
far as Uqubba. 

3. Large scale plane table surveys were also made of 

such of the localities mentioned in the Ugair Protocol No. i 


as were reached by the commission and also of some of the wells 


inside the Neutral Zone. 


4. I am sending a copy of this despatch to His Majesty's 


Minister at Jedda. 
I have, etc. 


(Signed) Maurice Peterson. 








The Right Honourable 
The Viscount Halifax, 
K.G. , G.Cc.S. I. , G.C. I.E. > 


etce, etc, etc. 
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My Lord, 

I have the honour to transmit to Your Lordship herewith 
a trenslation of notes which have been exchanged between the 
Iragi and Saudi Arabien Governments on the subject of the 
demarcation of their common frontiers, the texts of which 
have been published in a local newspaper. 
Re It will be seen that the arrangements agreed upon 
consist, in essence, of the provision of a network of 
triangulation along the frontier zone followed by a topograph- 
ical survey of e zone extending to a depth of five kilometres 
along each side of the frontier and the erection of boundary 
pillars. 
Se I learn from the Adviser to the Ministry of the Interior 
that about a fortnight ago the Saudi Government informed the 
Iragi Government that they were sending two surveyors to the 
point of junction of the Wadi al Auja and the Batin with a 
view to meeting the Iraqi party end starting work. The Iraqi 
Government thereupon suggested a preliminary technical 
conference in Bagdad, but thie was declined and a rendezvous 
has now been fixed at the eastern extremity of the frontier 
line for April 7th. 
4a I also enclose copies of further notes which have been 
exchanged between the Saudi and Iraqi Governments which provide 
that until such time as agreement shall have been reached 
concerning the terms of the Protocol referred to in article 2 
of the Treaty of Arab Brotherhood and Alliance of April 1956, 

the/ 


The Right Honourable 


The Viscount Halifax, K.G., G.C.3.1., GeCoI.Ney 


etc., etc., etc. 
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the Arbitration Protocol annexed to the Treaty of Friendship 
= end Bon Voisinage, concluded between Iraq and Hejaz-Nejd and 
its Dependencies in April 1951, shall remain in force. 
5. I eam sending « copy of this despatch and its enclosures 
to His Majesty's Minister at Jedda. 
I have, etce, 
(Signed) Maurice Peterson. 
> - 4 
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ENCLOSURE IN BAGDAD DESPATCH HG 


NO. 132 OF 54.48. 
(Extract from "Al Istiglal" dated March 31, 1938) 


The Sa’udi Arabia Press Bureau publishes the following 
communi que:- 

The following is the text of two letters exchanged 
between His Highness the Foreign Minister of Sa'udi Arabia 
and His Excellency the Foreign Minister of Iraq in connection 
with the demarcation of the frontier between the two countries 
and the Protocol annexed to the Treaty of Arab Alliance :- 

From H.B. the Foreign Minister of Iraq. 
No. 2596/2596/7. 
Bagdad, 7th February, 1938. 
Your Highness, 

I have the honour to inform Your Highness that my 
Government propose that the Arbitration Protocol annexed to 
the Treaty of Friendship end Bon Voisinage dated 20th Dhul 
Qi'dat, 1549, A.H., and 7th April, 1931, A.D., shall continue 
in operation, in pursuance of the provisions of article i5 of 
the said Treaty, until such time as effect shall have been 
given to the Protocol mentioned in Article 2 of the Treaty of 
Arab Brotherhood and Alliance dated 10th Muharram, 1555, A.H., 


and 2nd April, 1936, A.D., and to state that, if your Government 


concur in this proposal, Your Highness’ reply accordingly and 
this letter shall constitute formal agreement to this effect 
between the two Governments. 

I avail myself of this opportunity to express to Your 
Highness my highest consideration and esteem. 


Sd. 
( Benes a 


wee cette Windaees oF tee Kingdom of Sa'udi Arabia, 
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Your Excellency, 

I have the honour to refer to your letter dated 
7th Pebruary, 1958, No. 2696/2596/7, in which you state 
thet your Government propose that the arbitration rvrotocol 
annexed to the Treaty of Friendship and Bon Voisinage dated 
20th Dhul Qi'dat, 1549, A.H., amd 7th April, 1951, A-De» 
shall continue in operation, in pursuance of the provisions 
of Article 15 of the said Treaty, pending conclusion of the 
Protocol mentioned in Article 2 of the Treaty of Arab 
Brotherhood and Alliance dated 10th Muharram, 1555, A-H., 
and 2nd April, 1936, A.D.» and to state that my Government 
concur in thie proposal of your Government and that Your 
uxecellency’s letter under reference and this my reply thereto 
shall constitute formal agreement to this effect between the 
two Governments. 

Please accept the expression of my highest esteen. 


(sd.) Faisal, 
Foreign Minister. 


His Excellency Seiyid Taufiq a1 Suwaidi, 


Foreign Minister of Iraq, 
Bagdad. 
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ia Brom H.E. Seiyid Taufia al Suwaidi, Poreign Minister 
of Ireq, Bagdad. 
NO. 2596/2596/7. 
Bagdad, 7th February, 1958. 
Your Highness, 
with reference to the conversation which took place 
in Bagdad with His Excellency Shaikh Yusuf Yasin concerning 
the frontier between Iraq and Sa'udi Arabia, I wish to explain 
to Your Highness that the Iraqi authorities consider that the 
operation of frontier demarcation requires the following 
preparatory work to be carried out :- 

(1) The provision of a net work of triangulation along 
the frontier zone running from the juncture of the Wadi 
al ‘Auja and Al Batin up to Jebal Anaiza, including the 
Neutral Zone. 

(ii) <A topographical survey of the zone running closely 
along all the localities mentioned in the Ugair protocol 
Noe ie It may be noted that a survey party consisting 
of four surveyors, appointed two by each Government, will 
be able to carry out this work within a period not 
exceeding three months. 

(111) ‘The information and maps obtainable as a result of 
the survey work mentioned above having been secured, 
negotiations will proceed between the two Governments as 
to how the frontier line is to pass in the vicinity of 
the wells and localities indicated in the Protocol. As 
the frontier consists of a series of straight lines 
connecting together these wells and localities, it will 
subsequently be easy to get the frontier pillars to be 
erected in the appropriate positions by another joint 
committee who will at the same time carry out a simple 


five kilometers along each side of the frontier and also 
other work which the demarcation operation requires. 
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Having regard to the provisions of the Uqair 
Protocol No. i, the Iragi Government consider that as a 
preparatory step towards the operation of frontier demarcation 
agreement must be reached over the direct ownership of the 
wells in question through the joint machinery mentioned above. 
If however the Government of Sa'udi Arabia have no surveyors 
available to undertake this work jointly with Iraqi surveyors, 
the work can be carried out by Iraqi surveyors alone subject 
to the Government of Sa'udi Arabia paying half the cost. 

I await the views of the esteemed Government of 
Your Highmess on what I have set out above in order to enable 
steps as necessary to be taken for the required work to be 
taken in hand. 

I avail myself of this opportunity to express to 
Your Highness my highest consideration end esteem. 





(Ssd.) Tavfigq al Suwaidi, 
Foreign Minister. 


Hig Royal Highness Amir Faisal, 
Foreign Minister of the Kingdom of Sa'udi Arabia, 
Jidda. 
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Your Excellency, 
I have received Your ixcellency's letter dated 7th 
February, 1958, No. 2596/2596/7, in which you set out the 
views of your Government concerning the procedure for the 
demarcation of the frontier between the Kingdoms of Sa'udi 
Arabia and the Kingdom of Iraq consequent on the conversation 
with Ghaikh Yusuf Yasin which took place in Bagdad. 
I have pleasure in informing you that the Government 
of His Majesty the King agree to the following:- 
Firstiy: To appoint a party on their behalf to undertake in 
conjunction with an Iraqi party the provision of a net work 
of triangulation along the frontier zone running from the 
juncture of the Wadi al ‘Auja and Al Batin up to Jebal Anaiza, 
including the Nevtral Zone. 
Secondly: A topographical survey being made of the sone running 
closely along all the localities indicated in the Ugqair 
Protocol No» is 
Thirdly: A simple topographical survey being made of the zone 
extending to a depth of five kilometers along each side of the 
frontier at the same time as demarcation work is proceeding 
therein. 
Rourthly: Following on the submission of tne information end 
maps to be provided as a result of the survey work mentioned 
above, negotiations will proceed between the two Governments 
as to how the frontier line is to pass through the wells and 
: localities indicated in the Uqair Protocol alluded to above. 
Please secept the expression of my highest esteem. 


(sd. ) ‘Paisal. 
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